*   Ma Saw's Elevation   *
'The King is asleep. Recent events have tired him.
You may go now to a room which has been prepared
for you. In the morning there will be a conveyance to
take you to Pagan/

They withdrew after making a very low obeisance.
The intelligence was highly satisfactory, for it meant
that Ma Saw was to go to the palace. There was no
question of her being only a night's amusement. In the
room allotted to them, the three women were soon
fast asleep on mats, wrapped in blankets they had
brought with them.

An hour before dawn the bustle of departure began.
By sunrise Ma Saw had completed her toilette and with
her aunt and mother sat waiting orders. They were
again summoned to Yazathingyan's presence. This
time they did not actually see him, for he was engaged
behind a screen, but he sent out word that a palanquin
had been reserved for Ma Saw, and that she now should
take her place in it. Her mother and aunt were to follow
in a cart. The palanquin shortly afterwards came into
view, borne by four men. It had open sides and a tiered
roof. She took her seat joyously on its carpeted floor
and when all was ready the bearers carried her away.

A long procession began to move out of the camp.
For Ma Saw, who had never been beyond Kanbyu vil-
lage, it was all new. She saw the King's elephant, sur-
rounded by a troop of cavalry, in front, Yazathingyan
was behind him. She tried to distinguish the palan-
quins of the queens, but the procession was so long,
there were so many elephants, horses, attendants and
carriages, that it was impossible to make out who was
who. As the sun mounted higher and dried the dew, it
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